APPLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE AND MAY BE DUPLICATED








APPLICATION








BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE





FY 2001 Contemporary Issues 


Fellowship Program





A program for experienced professionals and specialists


prepared to conduct independent research in the US


and implement practical goals upon their return to the


New Independent States.








Administered by


INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH & EXCHANGES BOARD (IREX)





For citizens of :


Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan,


Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Russian Federation,


Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan








DEADLINE: 5:00 p.m., Friday, November 24, 2000














APPLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE AND MAY BE DUPLICATED


�






TABLE OF CONTENTS





� TOC \o "1-3" �1. Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program Overview	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901344  � PAGEREF _Toc490901344 �3��


2. Research Categories for the Contemporary Issues Fellowships	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901345  � PAGEREF _Toc490901345 �3��


A. The Five Eligibile Categories of Topics for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901346  � PAGEREF _Toc490901346 �3��


B. Examples of Contemporary Issues Fellowship Research Topics:	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901347  � PAGEREF _Toc490901347 �4��


3. Eligibility Requirements for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901348  � PAGEREF _Toc490901348 �4��


4. Financial and Professional Provisions of the Grant	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901349  � PAGEREF _Toc490901349 �5��


5.  US Host Institution Affiliation	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901350  � PAGEREF _Toc490901350 �5��


6. Selection Process and Program Timeline for The Contemporary Issues Fellowships	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901351  � PAGEREF _Toc490901351 �5��


7. Organization Descriptions	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901352  � PAGEREF _Toc490901352 �6��


A. Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901353  � PAGEREF _Toc490901353 �6��


B. The International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX)	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901354  � PAGEREF _Toc490901354 �6��


C. How These Organizations Work Together on This Program	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901355  � PAGEREF _Toc490901355 �6��


8.  Instructions for Applying to the Contemporary issues Fellowship Program	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901356  � PAGEREF _Toc490901356 �6��


A. Important Information	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901357  � PAGEREF _Toc490901357 �6��


B. Additional Required Documents	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901358  � PAGEREF _Toc490901358 �7��


C. Submission Guidelines	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901359  � PAGEREF _Toc490901359 �8��


SAMPLE RESUME	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901360  � PAGEREF _Toc490901360 �10��


     APPLICATION	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901361  � PAGEREF _Toc490901361 �9��


Application Checklist	� GOTOBUTTON _Toc490901362  � PAGEREF _Toc490901362 �14��


Reference Form	18


�


�
BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS


CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM





1. Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program Overview


The Government of the United States of America is pleased to announce an open competition for fellowships in the United States through the FY2001 Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program. Since 1996, almost 450 highly qualified practitioners and policymakers from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan have been awarded these fellowships. This program is developed, funded, and supervised by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA), US Department of State with funds allocated by the Congress of the United States. The program is administered by the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX), and conducted as a merit-based open competition. 


The Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program provides opportunities to qualified citizens of all twelve New Independent States to conduct research and analysis, write studies, and deliver lectures in the United States with the goal of playing an active role in sustaining the transition to democracy, open markets, and civil society in their home country. The program is designed to enable public sector officials (national, regional, and local), leaders of non-governmental organizations, and private sector professionals (including but not limited to trade and investment specialists, foreign affairs specialists, journalists, legal professionals, law enforcement officials, environmentalists, political analysts, health care administrators, managers, and publishers) to conduct important policy-oriented research in the US. The Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program will focus on the five categories of topics that are listed in this application.  All applications must contain developed and focused research proposals, and all proposals must be issue and policy-driven with practical application and addressing recent developments and trends in the NIS.  Fellows will conduct research in the United States for four months with the fourth month available to continue research or participate in an internship. Contingent on funding, approximately 100 fellowships will be awarded in this open competition.


In their research proposal, all applicants must demonstrate a critical need to conduct their research in the United States, cite resources that are not available in their home country but are necessary to advance their research, address how their research will make a significant contribution to their fields in their home countries, how they will apply their research and disseminate the knowledge, skills, and insights gained during their U.S. fellowship upon return to the NIS, and must have had no or few opportunities to conduct research in the United States. While on the program, all Contemporary Issues Fellows are affiliated with U.S. host institutions (i.e., universities, research institutes, NGOs, and government agencies) that have resource materials and specialists in the fellows’ field and are placed with a host advisor who guides their research projects and professional development.  Collaborative projects with American colleagues are highly encouraged.  All participants are required to submit a final report discussing their program activities, the results of their research, and future plans upon returning to their home country.


Applicants must demonstrate a high level of proficiency in written and spoken English, be over age 24, but under age 55 at the time of application, be eligible to receive and maintain a J-1 U.S. visa, and must not have participated in another United States Government-sponsored academic exchange program of more than six weeks after August 1, 1999.


2. Research Categories for the Contemporary Issues Fellowships


All applicants for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program must submit a research proposal in one of the five categories cited below that address the political, economic, and social challenges currently facing the NIS. All research must be issue and policy driven with practical application in the NIS.  





A. The Five Eligibile Categories of Topics for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program





Sustainable Growth and Economic Development of NIS Economies in Transition


Democratization, Human Rights, and the Rule of Law 


Political, Military, Security and Public Policy Issues 


Strengthening Civil Society 


Communications Revolution and Access to Information





B. Examples of Contemporary Issues Fellowship Research Topics:


Examples of research topics for the Contemporary Issues Fellowships would include, but are not limited to: World Trade Organization: Prospects and Promise; Telecommunications Systems in the NIS; the Impact of NATO Expansion; the Role of the Regions in Russian Politics; Oil and Energy Resources; Reforming the Banking System; Freedom of Religion and its Role in Developing Governments; Nuclear Safety and Non-Proliferation; Covering Election Year Politics in the Press; Combating Organized Crime and Corruption; NGO Fundraising Strategies in the NIS; Politics of Pipelines in Central Asia and the Caucasus; Resolving Regional Conflict; Trade, Investment, and Tax Policy; Human Resources Management in International Businesses; Developing Women Entrepreneurship; Freedom of the Press in Electronic Publishing; Distance Education; the Legal Rights of Women, Children, Workers, and the Disabled; Health Care Policy in the Wake of the Chernobyl Disaster; Environmental Conservation Policy; and New Technologies in Library Information Management.


3. Eligibility Requirements for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program





Applicant must:


Be a citizen of, and residing in, the NIS (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova,  Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine or Uzbekistan);


Be over the age of 24, but under the age of 55 at the time of the November 24, 2000 deadline;


Be a policymaker or government official at the national, regional, or local level, NGO staff member, or other practitioner (including but not limited to trade and investment specialists, foreign affairs specialists, journalists, legal professionals, law enforcement officials, environmentalists, political analysts, health care administrators, managers and publishers) having had few or no recent opportunities to conduct research at US institutions;


Hold an academic degree equivalent to, or above, a U.S. Master of Arts or Master of Sciences degree (a five-year diplom is equivalent to a U.S. Masters degree);


Have at least three years of professional experience in the topic of the research proposal; 


Submit a detailed research proposal in one of the Contemporary Issues categories listed above with demonstrated need for research in the U.S.; 


Have a high level of proficiency in written and spoken English necessary to conduct independent research in the U.S. and engage colleagues;


Be able to receive and maintain a J-1 visa; 


Be able to begin the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program in mid-August 2001 or mid-February 2002. 


Not be a spouse of a U.S. citizen or a spouse of a citizen of countries other than the 12 participating countries;


Not be currently participating in academic, training, or research programs outside the participating countries;


Not be currently residing or working outside the 12 participating countries;


Not have previously participated in a program sponsored or funded by the U.S. government since August 1, 1999 [past two years] for a period of more than six weeks; and


Not have applied for an immigrant visa to any country, or requested political asylum in any country.  This includes individuals who hold or have applied for a U.S. "green card," or who have applied to the U.S. Diversity Immigrant Visa Lottery.





Employees of the US Embassy Public Affairs Sections and ECA contract/grantee organizations are eligible to apply to the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program.





Under the terms of the grant and the laws governing the J-1 visa required for participation in the Contemporary Issues Fellowships, fellows must return to their home country immediately upon completion of the program for a period of at least two years.  Fellows may not continue their studies in the US, and are not eligible for extended practical training or employment in the United States.





4. Financial and Professional Provisions of the Grant


The program provides:


round-trip travel from fellows’ home cities in the NIS to the U.S. host institutions;


medical insurance;


a three-day orientation in Washington, DC before fellows depart to host institutions;


a monthly stipend for housing and living expenses;


an internship allowance, for those who relocate to conduct a one-month internship during the program;


a small allowance for educational materials and professional conferences and membership in U.S. professional associations; and


access to and training in e-mail and the Internet. 





The program also provides post-fellowship opportunities in the New Independent States for continued professional growth of alumni.  These opportunities for alumni of U.S. government-sponsored exchange programs in the NIS generally include:


the Alumni Small Grants Program;


participation in and the development of regional conferences, seminars, and lecture series;


an alumni listserv;


the Alumni Mentoring Program;


an “on-line” journal;  and 


continued access to e-mail, Internet, and the resources of the World Wide Web.





5.  US Host Institution Affiliation


The Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program participants will be affiliated with US universities, institutes, think-tanks, non-government organizations, or government offices appropriate to their research objectives and be matched with a host advisor.  Applicants should suggest in their application possible placement institutions where they would prefer to conduct their research.  IREX will identify an appropriate U.S. institution based on the participants’ preferences, recommendations of senior specialists and scholars in the United States, and knowledge of US institutions.  All applicants must be aware that final affiliations will be decided by IREX, and IREX does not guarantee placement at host institutions suggested by the applicant.  Participants will spend at least three months at their host institution, and in the fourth month will have the option of participating in an internship at another institution.   





6. Selection Process and Program Timeline for The Contemporary Issues Fellowships


The Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program is conducted as a merit-based open competition. After the deadline, all eligible applications will be read in the US by qualified American experts on current NIS issues.  Based on these evaluation results, IREX will choose semifinalists who will be interviewed in their home countries by a bi-national committee of specialists and program alumni.  All qualified applicants, regardless of gender, race, religion, ethnic group, or physical challenge will be considered equally.  





The application deadline for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program is Friday, 5:00 p.m., November 24, 2000.  All semi-finalists will be interviewed in person in their home countries in February-March 2001. All applicants will be notified of their status by April 2001. Contemporary Issues fellows will begin their fellowships in the United States in late August 2001 or late February 2002.  All fellows attend a pre-departure orientation in their home countries in May 2000 and a comprehensive program orientation in Washington, DC, prior to beginning fellowships at U.S. host institutions. Finalists awarded grants must complete a full medical form certifying that they are in good health and complete the program terms and conditions.


 


Applications for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program can be obtained by contacting the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX), the IREX field offices, and Educational Information Centers located in the NIS.  





CONTACT INFORMATION ON WHERE TO OBTAIN AN APPLICATION FOLLOWS THESE INSTRUCTIONS.  IT IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT HTTP://WWW.IREX.ORG AND HTTP://WWW.IREX.RU





WASHINGTON, DC CONTACT:


International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX)


1616 H Street, NW


Washington, DC 20006


Tel: (202) 628-8188


Fax: (202) 628-8189


E-mail: irex@info.irex.org


Courtenay Dunn, Senior Program Officer; Stefanie Altman, Program Officer


Jessica Bagdonis, Program Associate





7. Organization Descriptions


A. Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State


The mission of the State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs is to assist in the development of friendly, sympathetic and peaceful relations between the U.S. and other countries by fostering mutual understanding.  The Bureau does this through a wide range of international exchanges and training programs, as authorized by the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961, as amended.  The Bureau works in close cooperation with U.S. Embassies overseas to promote personal, professional and institutional ties between private citizens and organizations in the United States and abroad, as well as by presenting U.S. history art, and culture in all of its diversity to audiences overseas.





B. The International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX)


IREX programs help create the basis for self-sustaining progress in the NIS. IREX programs for specialists and scholars from the region strengthen local capabilities and academic research. For its programs, IREX draws on US and indigenous academic, policy, and professional communities, including over 5,000 US and NIS alumni spanning over 30 years of IREX programs.  With its many regional field offices and representatives, IREX serves each country in the NIS region according to its distinct needs through knowledgeable field staff.





C. How These Organizations Work Together on This Program


The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX) work in partnership to administer the Contemporary Issues Fellowships. The Bureau develops, funds, and oversees the program and IREX is a grantee who administers and implements all aspects of the program including recruitment, placement, orientation, and follow-on activities for NIS participants. 





8.  Instructions for Applying to the Contemporary issues Fellowship Program


Read all instructions and information carefully before filling out the application form.  All forms must be completed in English and must be typed or hand-printed in black ink.  All sections of the application must be completed; incomplete applications will NOT be accepted.  Write your full name and citizenship on the upper right corner of each page.  You must submit five copies to an IREX office or representative in the NIS, or to one of the Educational Information Centers listed in this application.  Applications should not be sent to the IREX office in Washington, DC.  Faxed or e-mailed applications will not be accepted.  





A. Important Information


NAME OF APPLICANT: Question #1: Write your full, legal name, family name (surname) first.  Do not translate your name into English.  For example, Maria should be written as such and not translated to Mary.





CURRENT HOME ADDRESS: Question #7: Write your current mailing address.  USE ROMAN LETTERS ONLY.  Do not translate street or city names into English, only into the English alphabet.  For example, Prospekt Mira should be written as such and not translated to Peace Avenue.  Be sure to include your postal index.  You should also write dom, korpus, and kvartira, as applicable.





FIELD OF RESEARCH: Question #8: Select one of the five Contemporary Issues Categories as your field of research.  Your proposal title should convey a more specific sense of your research topic.





CURRENT WORK ADDRESS: Question #10: Write your current work address.  If you hold two positions, please include both.  For instance, if you are both a university professor and the director of a non-governmental organization, please give the addresses for both.





PREVIOUS TRAVEL TO THE US: Question # 12: Please include all previous travel to the United States, including the dates and locations of travel.  If you were previously in the United States on a grant, please indicate the name of the grant and the sponsoring organization.





EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: Question # 17: Translate directly from your native language into English all words pertaining to your education, such as “Diplom,” or “Kandidat Nauk.” Do not use American equivalents unless you hold a degree from a US academic institution. 





B. Additional Required Documents


Research Proposal


The most important part of the application is the research proposal. The quality and feasibility of your research proposal will play a critical role in whether you are awarded a Contemporary Issues Fellowship.  The proposal must be completed in English and be at least five (5) but no more than seven (7) pages in length (maximum 1,800 words), typed or printed, and attached to the application. Longer proposals will not be accepted.





In Your Research Proposal, You Should:


State your research topic and your research goals concisely and completely.


State how your research contributes to foreign and domestic policy issues in your country and is important to the political, economic, social, legal, or educational challenges facing the NIS.


Describe your professional experience in this field and why you are qualified to conduct research in the US.


Describe in detail your program goals and how specifically you will spend your time in the US.


Clearly outline why it is necessary for you to conduct this research in the US and not in your home country, including resources not available to you in the NIS.


Indicate specific US organizations, colleagues, specialists, archives, libraries and other resources you wish to utilize while in the US.


Describe how you will use and share the information gained during the program in the US for the benefit of your home country.





Recommendations


 


All applicants must include at least two completed recommendation forms from two or more colleagues, specialists, employers, professors or other researchers familiar with the applicant’s work. Recommendations may be from the NIS, U.S. or colleagues from other countries. A recommendation should include a completed recommendation form, and an additional letter of recommendation with more detail about the applicant.  At least one recommendation must be completed in English. All recommendations not in English must be accompanied by an English translation, which may be done by the applicant. Recommendations must be submitted with the application. Recommendations submitted separately will not be accepted.





Curriculum Vitae (C.V.)


A Curriculum Vitae (C.V.), or resume, must be submitted with each of the five copies of the application. The documents must be in English and include the most current data on your education, work experience, publications and honors. A sample C.V. is attached.





Biography


Submit a short biography of your recent work experiences, publications, achievements, and work position(s) of authority as they relate to your research topic. Also cite any previous or current collaborative work with U.S. colleagues as it relates to your topic or any volunteer work. A sample biography:





Marina Ivanova specializes in investment capital and government and corporate policies that foster foreign investment and plans to work with representatives of the World Bank, IMF, and foreign investment specialists to develop a foreign investment strategy appropriate for the current economic climate of Kazakhstan. She is an advisor to the Minister for the Economy and helps draft legislation on economic issues.  She also teaches courses on international and  market economics at Kazak State University and has 26 publications, including “Foreign Investments in Kazakhstan:  Analysis and Prognosis,” Development of Agriculture in Kazakhstan under Free Trade Economy,” and “Trade Roads to Joint Ventures.”





C. Submission Guidelines


The deadline for applications for the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program is FRIDAY,  5:00 p.m., NOVEMBER 24, 2000. Applications may be submitted at any of the IREX offices, representatives, Educational Information Centers, or IREX-administered Internet Access and Training Program (IATP) Public Access Sites in the NIS as listed in this application. You must submit five hard copies of the application.  Do not send applications to the IREX office in Washington, DC.  Faxed or e-mailed applications will not be accepted. Collaborative projects will not be accepted. No application will be returned to the applicant after the end of the competition.





The program reserves the right to verify all of the information indicated in the application.  In the event that there is a discrepancy, or information is found to be false, the application will immediately be declared invalid, and the applicant ineligible.





Applications are also available via the Internet:


http. www.irex.org, and http://www.irex.ru


In Ukraine also: // www.irex.kiev.ua�
 �FREE OF CHARGE  -  APPLICATION MAY BE COPIED


��					


��			  APPLICATION


FY 2001 Contemporary Issues


Fellowship Program


A Program of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs


    of the United States Department of State and


Administered by the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX)





Personal and Professional Data





1	NAME:	Last	First	Patronymic


2	GENDER:	q Male    q Female


COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP (NOT Commonwealth of Independent States or USSR) : 





COUNTRY OF LEGAL RESIDENCE:





4	AGE:	DATE  OF  BIRTH:  Month:		Day:		Year:


5	PLACE  OF  BIRTH (City, Country):


6	MARITAL  STATUS:	q Single    q Married    


         CITIZENSHIP OF SPOUSE:





7	CURRENT  HOME ADDRESS:





	Street		Apt	


	City		Country Index	


	Telephone 		Alternate Telephone	





FIELD  OF  RESEARCH: 





	(Please select one Contemporary Issues research category).





Sustainable Growth and Development of NIS Economies in Transition





Democratization, Human Rights, and the Rule of Law





Political, Military, Security and Public Policy Issues





Strengthening Civil Society 





Communications Revolution and Access to Information





			


PROPOSAL TITLE: ( Please limit your proposal title to no more then ten words.)





9	PLEASE EXPLAIN BRIEFLY HOW YOU EXPECT TO APPLY THE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE GAINED	DURING YOUR US FELLOWSHIP UPON RETURN TO YOUR HOME COUNTRY.�









































10	CURRENT  WORK  ADDRESS:





	Occupation	Position	


	Place of Employment        _________________________________________________________________ 


	Department (if applicable)  ________________________________________________________________ 


	Street	


	City		Country Index	


	Telephone 		Fax	


	E-mail	


	SECONDARY PROFESSIONAL POSITION(S) HELD:


	Position:_________________________  Place of Employment:___________________________________


	Street:________________________________________________________________________________


	City:_____________________________ Country Index:______________ Telephone:_________________


	Fax:________________________________ E-mail:____________________________________________





11	SUGGESTED US  HOST  INSTITUTION(In order of preference with contact information if available): ��	1.��	2.��	3.�


12	PREVIOUS TRAVEL TO THE U.S.   (Dates, purpose, location in the US, and sponsor, if applicable)











13	INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE AND COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS WITH INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS:


	Country		Dates		    Duration			Sponsor			Purpose





 














14	PROVIDE  YOUR  EMPLOYMENT  HISTORY  FOR  THE  PAST  10  YEARS - LIST MOST RECENT FIRST:


         (attach additional page if necessary)





	Employer Name	Address	Position			Dates




































































15	IF APPLICABLE, INDICATE TITLE  AND  BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  DISSERTATION  FOR  KANDIDAT OR  	DOCTOR  DEGREE (most recent):




















16	INDICATE  ANY  ACADEMIC  OR PROFESSIONAL HONORS  RECEIVED,  INCLUDING  DATES:






































17	EDUCATIONAL  BACKGROUND:�	(List educational institutions attended or currently attending after middle school.)�	University/Institute           	Field of Study                Dates                               Degree/Date Received



































18	IF APPLICABLE, LIST COURSES  TAUGHT  OR  CURRENTLY  TEACHING. ALSO LIST POSSIBLE LECTURE TOPICS FOR U.S. AUDIENCE (if asked by your U.S. host institution or community):  




















19	PUBLICATIONS AND OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Total number of publications:_____


�	List up to five of your most significant publications and/or professional accomplishments:�	Title/Publication or Accomplishment                                    City                        Year















































20	LIST  ALL  CURRENT  OR  PAST  SCHOLARSHIPS  YOU  HAVE  RECEIVED AND/OR ARE CURRENTLY 	APPLYING FOR.  Give the name of the organization which awarded you the scholarship/fellowship, the amount 	received, the institutions with which you were affiliated when you received the award, and the duration of grant.























21	EMERGENCY  CONTACT  INFORMATION. List name, address, phone number, and relationship of person(s) 	for  contact in case of an emergency.




















Foreign Language Proficiency


22	FORMAL  STUDY  OF  ENGLISH:�		Dates	Months per year	Hours per week�


	University��	Private Study








NATIVE LANGUAGE CONTACT INFORMATION:�During the selection process it may be necessary for one of our offices to contact you. To assist our offices in maintaining accurate records, please complete the following section in your native language.





Name:_________________________________________





Country________________________City__________________________Index______________________________





Address_______________________________________________________________________________________





23	CURRENT  ENGLISH  TRAINING: Describe what you are doing now or plan to do to increase your English 	language proficiency.














24	PROVIDE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR RESEARCH PROPOSAL. (30 words or less)


























25	Attach your 5-7 page RESEARCH proposal to the application.








Certification of Intent


I certify that the information given in this application is complete and accurate. I certify that I completed this application myself, without any aid or assistance. I understand that final approval of my application and my status as a program grantee is dependent on my placement at an appropriate American university or institution and on my ability to receive and maintain a J-1 visa to the United States. As required by the J-1 visa,I agree to return to my home country for two years immediately upon the conclusion of the program.





I understand that my program may be terminated for giving false information, for general misconduct, or non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the Contemporary Issues Fellowships Program.








			


Signature of applicant								Date





�
Application Checklist





INCOMPLETE  APPLICATIONS  WILL  NOT  BE  CONSIDERED.





ALL  APPLICANTS  MUST review, sign, and return this checklist with the application.





Have you:





q	Typed or printed your application in English?





q Made five copies of your application to submit to IREX offices, representatives, or Educational lnformation Centers?





q	Included index codes for all addresses and city and country codes for all telephone and fax numbers?





q	Enclosed your biography?





q Enclosed your curriculum vitae (c.v.)?





q	Enclosed your 5-7 page research proposal?





q Enclosed at least two completed recommendation forms with an attached English translation if necessary?





q Made a copy of this application for yourself?








I have completed and enclosed all items which are checked above with this application.











	


Signature of Applicant								Date


�
Supplementary Information





The following information will NOT be considered in the evaluation of your application. The information is needed for logistical purposes if you are selected to this program. Submit this page with your official application.�


1	Do you have access to a computer while in your home country? q Yes q No�	If yes, where do you use it? q Home q Office q Other_____________________


2	Have you ever used a computer word processing system? q Yes q No��	What kind of word processing? ______________________________


3	Have you ever used electronic mail (e-mail)? q Yes q No     Internet? q Yes q No


4	Do you use e-mail on a regular basis? q Yes q No     Internet? q Yes q No�	If yes, where do you use it? q Home q Office q Other_____________________


	How would you characterize your Internet abilities? q Beginner q Intermediate q Advanced





5	Do you have an external passport? q Yes q No  Passport Number____________________				Issuing Country:___________________ Series:__________________							Domestic Passport:________________  Series__________________   


6	Have you ever received a J visa? If so, please indicate the duration of this visa (exact dates),and name of the program:


7	Do you smoke? q Yes q No     �	(Information necessary for arranging hotel rooms in the United States)


8	If you have ever received a Social Security Number from the US government, please list�	__ __ __ - __ __ - __ __ __ __


9   IREX is an equal opportunity organization that does not discriminate on the basis of physical disability, gender,      race, age, or religion. In order for IREX to respond to required Federal inquiries, please assist us, on a voluntary basis, by responding to the following.:�Hearing Impairment_____________			Speech Impairment__________


Visual Impairment_________________					Orthopedic Impairment__________


Learning Disorder________________					Other (specify):________________





10	How did you first learn about the Contemporary Issues Fellowship Program?





q Educational Information Center 	q Lecture by US specialist�q IREX office	q Workplace �q Office of other US non-profit organization	q US Embassy


q Friend	q Newspaper advertisement


		q University/Institute International Office 	q Program Alumni


		q Internet		q Other (please specify)_________________________	


	q Television/radio�
11	 Are you applying to any other US Government sponsored educational exchange program?


	Yes _____		No________





	q Regional Scholar Exchange Program (RSEP)	q	 Junior Faculty Development Program (JFDP)


	q Contemporary Issues Fellowships (CIF)	q	 Fulbright Program


	q Edmund Muskie/FSA Graduate Program	q	 Russia/U.S. Young Leadership Program


	q Other____________________________





12  Have you previously applied for any ECA�sponsored exchange program (FSA FLEX, FSA Undergraduate Program, Muskie/FSA Graduate Program, RSEP, CI, JFDP, Fulbright) or other exchange programs sponsored by a US institution or organization?  If so, indicate the program(s), the year(s) in which you applied, and the result(s).





Program(s):__________________________________________Exact Dates:__________________________





Result(s) (Choose only Finalist, Alternate, Semi-Finalist, Declined, or Not accepted): ____________________





Definitions: 





Finalist = Participated and traveled to the United States


Alternate = Selected as a possible alternate for a withdrawn Finalist, but did not travel to the United States


Semi-Finalist = Interviewed but not selected for participation


Declined = Selected as a Finalist but withdrew from the program before traveling to the United States	


Not accepted = Applied for the program but not selected as a Finalist, Alternate, or Semi-Finalist








IREX does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, religion, ethnic group, physical challenge, or sexual orientation.
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SAMPLE RESUME





Olga Ivanova


95 Tverskaya Ylitsa, kv. 36


Moscow, Russia


tel: (095) 555-9189  fax: (095) 555-9112





EXPERIENCE: 





February 1997 - present


Associate Professor Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia


Teach three classes of business management courses


Advise and direct student’s class schedules and research projects


Recently published “Business Management in a Transitional Economy” in Delovoi Mir





February 1997 - present


Procurement Specialist  Orascom, Moscow, Russia


Sourced and procure equipment and supplies for a wide variety of Orascom projects


Negotiated prices


Coordinated shipping for mostly Middle Eastern projects





November 1996 -February 1997


Project Coordinator  Contrack International, aka Orascom of America, funded under the U.S. Chemical Weapons Threat Reduction Program by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Moscow, Russia


Coordinate all communications between the Russian client sub-contractor and the contrack team


As the only Russian speaker on the project, I must write all corresondence in both English and Russian and manage all taskes related to this significant multi-nation construction project





1995-1996


Operations Manager FoodPark International,Inc., St. Petersbutg, Russia


Responsible for establishing and operating food distribution subsidary of US parent company


Set up important business accounts, located and secured office space, hired and managed 21-person staff


Kept U.S. headquarteers informed on Russian taxes and regulations





1993-1995


Senior Account Manager  Quality Products International, Inc., St. Petersburg, Russia


Responsible for establishing food distribution company in new St. Petersburg market


Worked with accounts on distribution, advertising and promotion


Secured the business of the top hotels, restaurants and grocery stores in the city





1991-1993


Account Manager  Quality Products International, Inc., Moscow, Russia


Responsible for expanding company’s presence in Moscow at the earliest stages of reform


Awarded 2 most important accounts in Moscow, multimillion dollars in volume; increased business by 15%


Increased market share by bringing in new business and expanding product offerings with current clients





EDUCATION:





Duke University  Completed RJR Fuqua School of Business Executive Education Program, St. Petersburg, Russia, 1994


St. Petersburg State University Kandidat, International Economics with a focus on the U.S. and Market Economies,1990


Moscow State University  Diplom, Economics, 1987





Fluent in Russian, Ukrainian and English
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